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TOWN OF WEST BRIDGEWATER 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Meeting: 12-15-2020 

Minutes   

This meeting was held using the Zoom Remote Meeting Platform  

6:30 PM       Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called this remote meeting to order with Commissioners Moe McCarthy (MM), Steve 

Winters (SW), and Ryan Byrnes (RB) signed in.  Agent John DeLano (JD) hosted the Zoom Meeting.  Minutes were developed 

from the cable TV video by John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent. This meeting agenda was duly posted as a remote meeting 

with instructions for public participation; the meeting video is found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UDYKptXW6sM 

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  

 

 MM / SW motioned to approve Minutes for 12-01-2020 as presented, so voted.  

 

Administrative: 
 

Manley Street/United Drive; Ron Snell Property-Informal Discussion RE: 50’ Buffer 

JD presented background regarding the ANRAD filing on this property some years ago.  JD noted that he had met with Mr. 

Snell and a prospective buyer of the property.  The potential buyer would like to use the property for his storage container 

business.  Initially, the proposed buyer would use the property to the extent that Mr. Snell is using.  JD noted he informed the 

potential buyer that the commission has a 50’ No Touch Buffer.  JD mentioned to the potential buyer that the commission 

could waive the 50’ buffer provided there is a justified reason and if the applicant provides suitable mitigation. 

 JD reported that Mr. Snell contacted him a few weeks after the site meeting and wondered if the commission would waive the 

50’ NO Touch if Mr. Snell granted the commission and town residents, recreational rights to land to the rear of the subject 

property that he has a recreational easement on.  JD presented plans and other documents showing the area and read the 

recorded recreation document.  The commission had a number of questions.  After due consideration, the consensus of the 

commission was to have this topic on the next agenda.      

 

5 Luke Dr; Request for Certificate of Compliance (COC) 

Greg Bunavicz, PE presented information shown on the asbuilt plan for this parcel.  He stated that the construction on this 

parcel was in substantial compliance with the original approved plan.  JD noted he had reviewed the documents submitted and 

inspected the site.  He noted that the buyer had signed an affidavit indicating he had reviewed the various restrictions on the 

land and JD noted he had spoken with the buyer and answered his questions.  JD recommended issuing a COC without a bond.      

 MM / SW motioned to approve the changes as a minor project changed, so voted.  

There was some discussion on arranging getting the signatures onto the document.  It was decided to have the document ready 

for signatures the following day.  

 

Proposed Bylaw Change to Require a Minimum Area of Usable Land For New Lots.   

JD presented a plan showing the lot at #5 Luke Drive as an example of a lot that doesn’t provide an owner sufficient area to use 

the lot as other taxpayers can do in other parts of town.  JD noted this lot wouldn’t meet the proposed regulation/bylaw change.  

JD reported that he revised the proposed regulation to not allow easements to be part of the minimum land area required by this 

proposed regulation.  He also indicated that the wording for the shape factor cannot be more than 22 or less than 16.  JD noted 

that if the min/max was not included, a developer could meet the requirement with a circle.  JD didn’t feel a circle would be 

useful to a landowner.  JD noted the document should include a revision date to 12-15-2020.  JD asked if the commission 

would like to move ahead with it.  MM asked if it needs an ATM to approve.  JD replied that if it’s a bylaw, yes but if it’s a 

regulation, it would just require an advertised public hearing and a vote by the commission to adopt it.  JD will have the 

proposed wording sent to Town Counsel to see if it’s OK to do it as a regulation.  JD noted he will show the commission at the 

next meeting how this would impact the proposed subdivision at the Brockton/West Bridgewater line off West Chestnut Street, 

Brockton.  It was the consensus of the commission to move ahead with the proposed regulation.   
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Tree Clearing Policy-Fines-Replacement Ratios  

JD reported he revised the regulation relative to the height of replacement trees to be 4’ high rather than 3’ high replacement 

trees as was originally proposed.  This was the consensus of the commission at the last meeting.  JD noted that he included the 

word penalty in lieu of mitigation since the violators would be penalized and those who followed the procedures would be 

mitigating for lost trees taken down under the policy.  JD pointed out that the penalty replacement procedure would require a 

reputable landscape company to do the planting as part of the enforcement process.  It was the consensus of the commission to 

make this a regulation but the commission wants to wait until we hear from Town Counsel.  JD will but this on the back burner 

until we hear form Town Counsel.  RB asked if it was possible to put in the regulation an exemption for replacement trees that 

fall during a storm.  JD agreed to re-word it to show this exemption and run it by the commission at the next meeting.    

 

 

Invoices; 

JD reported that there were no invoices to be signed. 

 

Adjourn 
Seeing no other business to discuss, TH asked for a motion to adjourn. 

 ∙ MM / SW motioned to adjourn at 7:14 pm, so voted. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

John W. DeLano, Conservation Agent 

 


